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UM BOTANIST WORKS 
ON POLLUTION PROBLEM;
SITES DANGER TO YOUNG
MISSOULA---
The younger generation is faced with a future survival problem which has been created 
by the parents of today, according to Dr. Clarence C. Gordon, professor of botany at the 
University of Montana.
In a recent interview, Dr. Gordon said that because of the current generation's desire 
to attain wealth, many of this country's natural resources are being depleted rapidly.
Young people in this country and future generations, "have not been allowed to make
their own decisions as to their survival," he added. Not more than 80 years ago the state
of Montana was "a virgin, pristine area," but it could become a "biological disaster" if 
pollution is not stopped, according to Dr. Gordon.
"It is time we came to realize that man is not the host of this planet but a guest who 
may eliminate himself by his voracious appetite," Dr. Gordon said in an article, "Air Pollution- 
Montana Style," in the summer 1968 edition of Montana Business Quarterly.
Dr. Gordon teaches histology, the study of tissue structure in organisms; mycology, the 
study of fungi, and forest pathology, the study of forest diseases.
He says there is a necessity to integrate the botany facts that concern his students with
man's future survival. Dr. Gordon added that he tries to teach the relevance of his subject
to the world we live in. Because of Dr. Gordon's desire for a healthy environment, he 
involves himself with pollution problems in Montana.
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Currently he is working on possible destruction of water, land and wooded areas near 
Columbia Falls. Dr. Gordon said he has detected tree diseases caused by flourides 
emitted from an aluminum plant, which gives off the gases as part of a smelting process.
The effect of these toxic gases on animals is also being measured by Dr. Gordon and his 
assistants.
Another problem Dr. Gordon is investigating is the pollution in Missoula. He says 
the destruction caused by the wood and pulp industry is not always noticeable to the naked 
eye. In many cases, only a tree specialist can detect the "slow and insidious death 
of wooded areas," says Dr. Gordon.
To repair the damage that has been done would require equipment which curbs pollution, 
he said. Industries may be forced to implement these aids, he added.
Dr. Gordon hopes to show industries that they are destroying the eco system with 
pollution,and that improvements which will curb pollution are technologically possible.
"We must adapt to a changing world," Dr. Gordon said, "but not necessarily a
polluted one."
